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THE PROBLEM OF WAITING IN AN ‘ASAP’ WORLD

By Robert J. Tamasy
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Everyone seems to be in such a hurry. It has been that way for a long time. It might have started with the
Industrial Revolution, when much of the world began to shift from agrarian societies. When you are growing
crops, farmers know you cannot rush the process. But when products are manufactured, such as cars,
clothing, or electronic components, the pace of life and work accelerates significantly.
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Technology obviously has had the added effect of making life seem instantaneous. We receive emails,

messages and social media posts as quickly as a hiccup. Even if we stay at home, we can have an online
face-to-face meeting with bosses and employees using various conferencing tools.
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So, we find ourselves living in an ASAP — As Soon As Possible — world in which needs and demands are
responded to immediately. The problem is, in real life not all challenges can be resolved ‘right now.” A client
might delay making an important decision. The long-awaited promotion might be slow in coming. A serious
illness might require a longer recovery than expected. ‘As soon as possible’ can take a long time.
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This can sometimes be especially true for those who strive to integrate our faith into everything we do,
including our work. Having circumstances beyond our control and with no choice but to trust God to provide
us with wisdom and direction, we can learn the meaning of a key word: WAIT.
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For act|0n-or|ented individuals, their motto might be, “Don’t just stand there — do something!” But as we
read passages like Psalm 37, we discover that is not always God’s plan. The psalm does open with things
to do:

“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Delight yourself in the Lord
and He will give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord...” (Psalm 37:3-5).
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Sounds good, right? We think to ourselves, ‘| can do that!’ But then we read words that make us step on
the brakes: “Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him...” (Psalm 37:7). As if for good measure,
verse 34 in the same psalm tells us, “Wait for the Lord and keep His way....” Often, this is not what we
want to hear. | can recall numerous times during my career when | prayed seeking God’s guidance on a
variety of concerns. But often His answer was, “Wait.” Here are some passages | found helpful:
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Focusing on God. Sometimes the Lord’s purpose in making us wait is to reinforce the truth that He is

sovereign — He is in control, and we are not, and He can be trusted. “Be still, and know that | am God; | will
be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth” (Psalm 46:10).
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Getting needed rest. Sometimes, whether recovering from illness or reeling from a professional setback,

we need time to regroup, be restored, “...those who wait on the Lord will renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:31).
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Patiently awaiting the outcome. When confident that we are doing what God has called us to do, we can
trust Him with the results, no matter how long it takes for them to be realized, “Therefore, my dear brothers,

stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know
that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).
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Reflection/Discussion Questions
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Do you often find yourself in a hurry, running on a continual treadmill of “As Soon As Possible” or “We need
this right now!”? How does this make you feel? How does it affect the enjoyment you receive from your
work?
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What strategies — if any — have you found useful for coping with or even escaping the hectic pace of
everyday life and work?
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When you read God’s words from the Bible, “Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him,” what is
your reaction? Does this admonition bring you joy and comfort, or do you respond with the thought, ‘But |
don’t want to wait? | don’t have time for that!” Explain your answer.
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How can the necessity of waiting prove to be beneficial? The passage from Isaiah says that “those who
wait on [or hope in] the Lord will renew their strength.” Have you had times when this has proved to be true
for you?
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NOTE: If you have a Bible and would like to read more, consider the following passages:
E0Z7] 6:6-8; R7| 3:16-18; A|H 42:1-5; A=A 1:4-5, 2:1-4; Z2}C[0LM 6:9
Exodus 6:6-8; Ruth 3:16-18; Psalm 42:1-5; Acts 1:4-5,2:1-4; Galatians 6:9

« (EO=7] 6:6-8) 6 1 2= O|A2td XEO|A HSHZ|E L= = efet L2t O
Aol A2 & oM HalE MU 2352 =H0M HalE AX|H © 21} o
Z dEHEEM H3E £8510] 7 H3E W MEHd22 o1 L= H5|9f StLtHO|
El2|L] L= oflg AtEe] 42 & 2o HEE i 459 siLtE o=etel &
H3|7t &X|2t 8 L7t ofE2betat Of4mt OFF0|A 7|2 WMot ez {35 S
el=sta O = HIloA =0 7|¥S & st2let L= o= efdl ShICt ot et

* (271 3:16-18) 16 ZO| A|{HL|O|A| ZtL] 27t O| 2| L EHOF OfEA &|RA=LF St
RO I AtEO| Xp7[0|A et AS Cf | 17 O|2& 7t LA o] E2|& o4 ™
0] FH O|27|& Hl £22 Y| AO{HLO|A ZtX| 22t StEHOICE St 2t 18 O]
A L7t O| 2| Wi ZOF Of ALHAO] O{FA EX| &7|7HX] StoF et I AtE0|
= O] €= dxlst7| Mol= #{X| otL{ste[2} 3L 2}

«  (MH 42:1-5) 1 [1E} Aol OpAZ(UE), AEAE et 2= 2ff] StHEOI]
AS0| A ES H700| Ze 20| Lf E=0| =& 7|0 Zg35tL 0|t 2 Lf 20|
StLbE & &0t AlA|= StLtE S ZYSHLEL L 7F Of = [of| LIOt7HA StLtEe| E==
HE7 3 AES0[ FL WA st= 2Ol Yl St EO| off A=k 5L W +£=0)
FOF2 Lf S40] E|/U=CE4 L7t o LS X|7|= Felet A0 7|51 ZAte]
22[§ WM OS5 otttge Eez QEstEHL O|X o] €5 7[sti L 0t&0]

oot==C0t 5 W =0t U7t WS S5t OfM|SHo] LW £0|A =2tsl ot=7t
L= Sthte 2%S F2b A7t LiEL =422 TOI¥0F W7t oFH59|
rt£312| 2Lt

I'F

P



o (AHEE™H 1:4-5) 4 ALt BH EOW 1201|71| TFo0] O|ZAlE| O R E S HLEA|
T LAM =2 HE OFHAPAM Sffstd AS 7ICi2|er 5 Y2 22 HHE
Hi= 2Lt H3l= & 20 X&[0f d 349?_ Y E 22t stal=Lat

« (AEEH 2:11-4) 1 2xF 0| 0|0] 0|20 OS0| TOHZ0| oF 0| ZREHL| 2 2T
St=25E got 4 HiE 22 22[7F /o] O50] %2 2 o 7+S5tH 3 0|
=2/ Mg ZetX|= AS0| AS0A 20 &4 AF ¢ W 5tol AEL 4
as0| of §38e sees Z1 0| o ot S Wef oHE AS=2 IS
Al EpStL 2t

«  (ZEIC|otM 6:9) 22|17t S Aotk HaotA| ZA|L| Z7|SHA| OfL|SHH W7+ O] =0j
H&E|2t

OjH = & H
Challenge for This Week
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This week try to talk with someone about the hectic, fast-paced world in which we live and how we should
properly respond to it. Think of a time when God put you in His “waiting room,” making it necessary for you
to wait for His answer to your needs — and how you reacted.
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Maybe you find yourself in an undesirable “waiting” mode right now. Discuss this with a friend, a
mentor or some trusted advisors to help you gain the right perspective on why God might be asking you to
wait and be patient.
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